Figure 1

Top 10 Beef Packers 2006
Source: Cattle Buyers Weekly

	
	COMPANY NAME 
HEAD OFFICE
	U.S. CAPACITY
(HEAD PER DAY)
	NUMBER
OF U.S.
PLANTS
	2005 U.S. BEEF SALES
(IN MILLIONS OF $)
	2005 U.S. KILL
(000 HEAD)

	1
	Tyson Foods
Springdale, Ark.
	32,600 
	8
	11,618
(includes Canada)
	8,040*

	2
	Cargill Meat Solutions (1)
Wichita, Kan.
	29,000
	8
	8,500
	7,000

	3
	Swift and Company
Greeley, Colo.
	15,850
	4
	5,600
	4,500*

	4
	National Beef Packing Co. (2)
Kansas City, Mo.
	14,800
	3
	4,339
	3,300

	5
	Smithfield Beef Group (3)
Green Bay, Wis.
	7600
	4
	2,599
	1,829

	6
	American Foods Group LLC
Alexandria, Minn.
	6500
	5
	1,800
	1,400*

	7
	Greater Omaha Packing Co.
Omaha, Neb.
	2700
	1
	800
	700

	8
	Nebraska Beef Ltd.
Omaha, Neb.
	2600
	1
	800
	650

	9
	AB Foods, LLC. (4)
Boise, Idaho
	1600
	1
	Not Available
	320

	10
	FPL Food LLC.
Augusta, Ga.
	1500
	1
	280
	250


NOTES: BW’s annual ranking of the Top Beef Packers is based on maximum daily slaughter capacity at U.S. plants that operate under common ownership and/or management. Plant numbers refer to slaughter plants only. Unless otherwise stated, sales are beef sales from U.S. operations. An asterisk (*) refers to a CBW estimate. 

(1) Cargill Meat Solutions’ capacity includes the former Beef Packers, Inc., Fresno, Calif., which it acquired April 3, 2006. Cargill’s other data do not include Beef Packers’ data. 
(2) National completed its acquisition of Brawley Beef in Southern California (1800/day) May 30, 2006.  
(3) Smithfield’s data is for its fiscal 2006, which ended April 30. 
(4) AB Foods formerly operated as Washington Beef until owner Agri Beef Co. created a new company in February 2006 to combine beef processing, sales and marketing under one roof. 
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Rank

Company

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

1

Smithfield Foods

80,300

80,300

80,300

80,300

109,400

102,900

102,900

2

Tyson

71,800

71,000

71,000

71,000

72,300

72,800

72,800

3

Swift

39,400

43,000

43,000

44,500

46,000

46,000

46,000

4

Excel

38,700

32,000

32,000

32,000

36,000

36,000

36,000

5

Hormel

31,600

30,500

30,500

26,000

26,800

35,800

35,800

6

Premium Standard

13,500

13,500

17,100

17,100

17,300

17,300

17,300

7

Seaboard

16,000

16,000

16,000

16,000

16,000

16,000

16,000

11

Triumph Foods

8,000

16,000

8

Indiana Packers

11,000

12,000

12,000

12,000

12,500

12,500

14,000

9

Hatfield

7,000

7,800

7,800

7,800

10,200

10,200

10,200

10

Sara Lee

9,000

9,000

9,000

9,000

8,800

8,800

8,800

12

J.H. Routh

3,700

3,700

4,200

4,200

4,200

4,200

4,200

Total

388,620

381,120

381,020

383,020

407,875

  

 

411,575

   

 

421,075

   

 

U.S. PORK PACKING CAPACITY 

(Head per day) 
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Item

Units

Current 

Week

Last 

Week

Pct. 

Change

Last Year

Pct. 

Change

YTD

Pct. 

Change

United States

Thou. Head

2107.0

2156.0

-2.27%

2119.8

-0.60%

97345

0.9%

Canada*

Thou. Head

411.6

420.2

-2.05%

434.8

-5.36%

18824

-2.4%

Total

Thou. Head

2518.6

2576.2

-2.24%

2554.6

-1.41%

116169

0.3%

United States*

Thou. Head

49.8

70.4

-29.16%

44.8

11.25%

2906

3.4%

Canada*

Thou. Head

2.4

2.8

-13.62%

2.4

0.45%

128

18.7%

Total

Thou. Head

52.3

73.2

-28.56%

47.2

10.70%

3034

3.9%

United States*

Mil. Lbs., carc.

426

435.8

-2.25%

429.9

-0.91%

19572

1.5%

Canada*

Mil. Lbs., carc.

79.4

81.0

-2.05%

83.9

-5.36%

3630

-2.4%

Total

Mil. Lbs., carc.

505.4

516.8

-2.22%

513.8

-1.63%

23202

0.9%

Avg. Live Weight

Lbs.

274

275

-0.36%

273

0.37%

270

0.5%

Avg. Dressed Weight

Lbs.

203

202

0.50%

204

-0.49%

201

0.2%

Iowa-S. Minn. Direct

Carc., Avg

61.27

61.17

0.20%

62.16

-1.40%

Natl. Base Carcass

Weighted Avg.

59.80

59.81

0.00%

60.05

-0.40%

Natl. Net Carcass

Weighted Avg.

61.82

61.83

0.00%

61.95

-0.20%

Pork Cutout

185 Lbs.

65.79

66.04

-0.40%

67.44

-2.50%

Hams

$/cwt

59.33

61.17

-3.00%

68.78

-13.70%

Loins

$/cwt

78.27

75.57

3.60%

72.51

7.90%

Bellies

$/cwt

78.40

78.16

0.30%

80.93

-3.10%

Trimmings, 72%

$/cwt

51.00

48.65

4.80%

47.84

6.60%

Quebec

Ind 100, Carc

120.93

110.72

9.22%

133.26

-9.25%

Ontario

Ind 100, Carc

n/a

124.21

n/a

124.86

n/a

Manitoba

Ind 100, Carc

132.00

n/a

#VALUE!

128.00

3.13%

Alberta

Ind 100, Carc

123.40

116.00

6.38%

119.30

3.44%

Canada-US Fdr. Pigs

Thous. Head

106.55

72.99

45.97%

105.36

1.13%

5259.18

13.2%

Canada-US Mkt. Hogs

Thous. Head

44.76

28.79

55.47%

44.74

0.03%

2031.01

-1.8%

Canada-US Cull Brdg.

Thous. Head

8.35

6.33

31.83%

9.29

-10.20%

382.42

-0.6%

Canada-US Total

Thous. Head

159.65

108.11

47.67%

159.39

0.16%

7672.61

8.1%

Exchange Rate

$US/$C

0.88

0.88

0.92%

0.86

3.03%

*Trade data, Canadian slaughter and U.S. and Canadian production are for one week earlier than the date shown.  U.S. sow slaughter is lagged two weeks.

NORTH AMERICAN PORK INDUSTRY DATA

FI Hog 

Slaughter

FI Sow 

Slaughter

Pork 

Production

U.S. 

Weights

US Prices 

($US/cwt)

Canada 

Prices 

($C/KG)

Trade Data
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Item

Units

Current 

Week

Last 

Week

Pct. 

Change

Last Year

Pct. 

Change

YTD

Pct. 

Change

C

Production

A

FI Slaughter

Thou. Head

643

636

1.10%

609

5.51%

31265.0

4.0%

T

FI Beef Cow Slghtr. **

Thou. Head

56.1

72.3

-22.39%

44.7

25.47%

2667.0

17.9%

T

Avg. Live Weight

Lbs.

1301

1294

0.54%

1282

1.48%

1275.1

1.4%

L

Avg. Dressed Weight

Lbs.

787

784

0.38%

778

1.16%

778.8

1.3%

E

Beef Production

Million Lbs.

504.1

496.5

1.53%

471.3

6.96%

24325.7

5.8%

 

Prices - $/cwt.

&

Live Fed Steer

85.58

85.92

-0.40%

91.12

-6.10%

 

Dressed Steer

134.79

135.22

-0.30%

145.88

-7.60%

B

Georgia Feeder Steer

600-700 Lbs.

88.82

86.29

2.90%

107.47

-17.40%

E

Beef Cutout

600-750 Choice

142.53

140.97

1.10%

153.80

-7.30%

E

Rib

Light Choice

271.99

262.03

3.80%

272.08

0.00%

F

Round

Light Choice

109.76

111.15

-1.20%

133.62

-17.90%

 

Chuck

Light Choice

94.11

95.30

-1.30%

108.95

-13.60%

Trimmings, 50%

Fresh

35.12

34.82

0.90%

59.17

-40.60%

Trimmings, 90%

Fresh

127.45

129.13

-1.30%

129.33

-1.50%

Hide/Offal

$/cwt live wt

9.15

9.21

-0.70%

8.13

12.50%

C

Production*

H

Young Chicken Slau.

Million Head

164.44

120.51

36.45%

164.54

-0.06%

7897.6

0.2%

I

Avg. Weight

Lbs.

5.53

5.44

1.65%

5.47

1.10%

5.38

1.4%

C

Chicken Production

Million Lbs.

909.33

655.59

38.70%

900.03

1.03%

42507.4

1.5%

K

Eggs Set

Million

210.76

209.36

0.67%

214.16

-1.58%

10118.3

-0.5%

E

Chicks Placed

Million Head

168.29

162.09

3.83%

171.99

-2.15%

8268.4

-1.2%

N

Prices - $/cwt.

12-City Broiler

Composite

65.83

66.31

-0.70%

64.5

2.10%

Georgia Dock Broiler

2.5-3 Lbs.

68.16

67.9

0.40%

70.73

-3.60%

Northeast Breast

Skinlss/Bonelss

97.88

95.1

2.90%

101.99

-4.00%

Northeast Legs

37.76

37.89

-0.30%

44.87

-15.80%

Northeast Wings

Whole

92.57

88.28

4.90%

80.98

14.30%

T

Production *

U

Young Turkey Slaughter

Million Head

4.62

2.70

70.71%

4.59

0.65%

224.61

2.9%

R

Avg. Weight

Lbs.

29.01

30.11

-3.65%

28.73

0.97%

28.54

-0.1%

K

Turkey Production

Million Lbs.

133.91

81.42

64.47%

131.76

1.64%

6409.94

2.9%

E

Prices - $/cwt.

Y

Eastern Region Hen

8-16 Lbs.

84.17

96.88

-13.10%

86

-2.10%

G

Prices

R

Corn, Omaha

$ per Bushel

3.32

3.49

-4.90%

1.81

83.40%

A

Wheat, Portland

$ per Bushel

4.89

4.99

-2.00%

3.41

43.40%

I

Wheat, Kansas City

$ per Bushel

4.87

5.11

-4.70%

3.67

32.70%

N

Soybeans, S. Iowa

$ per Bushel

6.33

6.58

-3.80%

5.50

15.10%

S

SB Meal, 48% Cent. Illinois

$ per Ton

183.50

187.40

-2.10%

176.30

4.10%

* Chicken & turkey slaughter & production are 1 week earlier than the date at the top of this sheet.

** Cow and sow slaughter are from 2 weeks earlier than the date at the top of this sheet
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