Table 1

	Test will detect:
	Method / Test type
	Comment

	ORGANISM
	Isolation
	Bacteria and viruses, takes times, requires a live organism

	ANTIGEN is the

part of an agent that induces antibody by the host
	IHC (Immunohistochemistry)
	Detects portion of agent within formalin-fixed tissues: not very sensitive because it requires a fairly large portion of organism to be present.

	
	AgELISA (Antigen-capture-ELISA)
	Detects portion of agent within a specimen; fairly sensitive. 

	
	FAT 

(Fluorescent Antibody Test)
	Detects a portion of the agent within a frozen thin section of a specimen: not very sensitive.

	NUCLEIC ACID portion of DNA or RNA that is unique to an agent
	PCR 

(Polymerase Chain Reaction): several different types of assays
	Detects a part of the genetic sequence from an agent; very sensitive. Can also be used to differentiate organisms by variation in nucleic acid sequences.

	ANTIBODY: part of the immune response.  It can come from three different ways:

-Field exposure

-Vaccination

-Maternal (colostyrum)
	ELISA

several variations
	1. The method used depends on the immune response to each specific agent and usefulness of a particular test type.

2. Interpretation based on age, magnitude of response, or whether levels are going up or going down.

3. Each agent and each test will have unique interpretative criteria.

4. Test values will vary between laboratories. They should be consistent within each laboratory and interpretable by each laboratory.

 

 

 

	
	VN

virus neutralization
	

	
	HI

hemagglutination inhibition
	

	
	IFA

Indirect fluorescent antibody
	

	
	CF: Complement fixation
	

	
	LAT: Latex agglutination
	

	
	MAT: Microscopic agglutination
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Table 2

	
	Exposure to Mh

(Antibodies)
	Shedding

(Antigen)
	Clinical Signs

	Naïve  
	No
	No
	No

	Negative 
	Yes
	No
	No

	Positive Stable
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Positive Unstable
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
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